
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 21, 2004 
 
As 2004 comes to a close, I want to take a few moments to provide you with an 
update on EnergyINet’s progress in a number of areas. Before I do, I want to 
take make a few personal comments. 
 

First, let me begin by thanking you – and all the Friends of EnergyINet – for 
your support and commitment to the work we started here more than two years 
ago. We could not do the work we do without your advice, your support and 
occasionally, that friendly push that helps keep us going.  
 

Second, the past year has been an amazing one for EnergyINet. We are 
building a bigger network to carry out the ambitious agenda we have set. We 
are seeing increased support across the country, and EnergyINet is poised to 
become the vehicle that drives energy innovation across Canada. We are 
building a unique identity, and there is a lot to be excited about as we prepare 
for 2005. 
 

Finally, on behalf of EnergyINet, I want to wish you and your family a safe and 
happy holiday season, and I look forward to working with you in the New Year! 
 

 
 
 
Dr. Eddy Isaacs 
Interim CEO, EnergyINet  
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Energy Innovation Workshop 
 

We want to thank everyone who participated in our December 8, 2004, Energy 
Innovation Workshop. This workshop brought together more than 40 people who 
have been instrumental in the formation of EnergyINet, and this day-long 
workshop gave us important feedback on the progress of our EnergyINet efforts. 
A workshop report will be distributed shortly, outlining the lessons and learnings 
from the workshop. 
 
Communications Update 
 

With our new Communications Director on board, there has been significant 
progress in this area. EnergyINet has a new logo, an identifying slogan and a 
new look. We hope you agree that the logo projects our image as forward 
thinking and fast acting. 
 

In addition to the logo and marketing materials that are being developed, a 
website is currently being designed. We expect the website (energyinet.com) to 
be launched in late January, and is intended to evolve over time and become a 
more robust knowledge support system that allows for direct interaction and 
sharing of information for people working on energy innovation initiatives. Stay 
tuned! 
 
EnergyINet Founding Committee 
 

As we move towards the incorporation of EnergyINet as a stand-alone entity, a 
Founding Committee is being established, and will be tasked with the following 
responsibilities:  
 

 Review progress for the launch of EnergyINet and develop the terms for 
incorporation (1-year target date). 
 

 Develop process and decision for hiring CEO for EnergyINet. 
 

 Oversee emerging EnergyINet innovation programs during the transition 
period where action will be taken to incorporate EnergyINet. 
 

 Agree to fund the operations of EnergyINet during the transition period. 
 

Discussions are underway with potential Trustees, and confirmation of the 
Founding Committee will be the subject of a future announcement.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
DECEMBER 2004  VOLUME ONE   ISSUE ONE – Page 3 

 
 
EnergyINet Team Taking Shape 
 

Over the past year, we have made a number of additions to the EnergyINet 
team. Here is a current list of key EnergyINet innovation program contacts:  
 

 Keng Chung 
Program Director, Upgrading 
(keng.chung@gov.ab.ca) 

 

 Dr. Doug James 
Program Director, Alternate & 
Renewable Energy  
(doug.james@gov.ab.ca) 

 

 Bill Kaufman 
Consultant, Recovery 
(william.kaufman@gov.ab.ca) 

 
 

 Bob Mitchell 
Acting Program Director, CO2 
Management 
(bob.Mitchell@interbaun.com)  
 

 Bob Stobbs 
Program Director, Clean Carbon & 
Clean Coal 
(bstobbs@saskpower.com) 
 

 Water Management 
Vacant until the water management 
strategy is completed. 

 

Dr. Len Flint is working with the Recovery and Upgrading Programs to provide 
strategic advice and assist in the preparation of business plans.  Mr. Bruce 
Peachey has been developing a Water Management needs analysis, which will 
form the technology framework for EnergyINet.  This material should be available 
in Spring 2005. 
 

In addition to the innovation program members, the following people serve on 
EnergyINet’s Hub Team (which provides support to the various innovation 
programs):  
 

 Alice Hedges 
Operations Director 
403-297-8650 
alice.hedges@gov.ab.ca

 

 Shawn Howard 
Communications Director 
403-297-3078 
shawnhoward@gov.ab.ca  

  

 Dr. Eddy Isaacs, Interim CEO  
780-422-5523 or 403-297-5219 
eddy.isaacs@gov.ab.ca  

 Don Simpson 
Hub Team Co-Leader  
dsimpson@innovationexpedition.
com

 

 Bob Taylor  
Hub Team Co-Leader 
403-286-9303 
rwtaylor@shaw.ca
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APEC Future Fuels Conference 
 

From December 13-15, 2004, Hub Team Co-Leader Don Simpson attended a 
Future Fuels Foresighting Conference in Bangkok, Thailand. The goal of this 
conference was to do some energy scenario planning and build plans to meet the 
energy supply challenges of the future. In addition, this conference laid the 
groundwork for the next APEC conference on energy, which is being held in 
Vancouver in February 2005.  
 

While at the conference, Don worked with Canada’s National Science Advisor, 
and made a presentation on EnergyINet and the urgent need for energy 
innovation to tackle the economic, environmental and social challenges we face. 
We look forward to hearing what Don learned (after he returns from a working 
Christmas in Kenya), and how we can apply this learning and intelligence to 
EnergyINet.  
 

A copy of Don’s presentation will be posted on the EnergyINet website 
(energyinet.com) after it is launched in late January 2005.  
 
Cross-Cutting Initiatives 
 

At our first workshop in March 2003, we began talking about cross-cutting 
initiatives in the areas of: capacity building, technology development and 
commercialization, global intelligence and strategic communications. Special 
thanks to Dzung Nguyen for his work on Global Intelligence, and Steve 
Murgatroyd for his work on governance! 
 

As we progress, it has become apparent that there are additional cross-cutting 
initiatives that EnergyINet can take on to help the network grow. Leadership for 
these initiatives are being shared by Bob Taylor and Don Simpson, and are: 
 

Bob Taylor: (rwtaylor@shaw.ca) 
 

 Engaging “Ambassadors” for 
EnergyINet (Alberta) 

 Enabling Policy 
 Economic Analysis 

 Sustainable Funding and 
Budgeting 

 Innovation Program Launch 

 

Don Simpson (dsimpson@innovationexpedition.com) 
 

 Capacity Building 
 Engaging “Ambassadors” 

(Canada and global) 
 Global Advisory Team 

 Technology Commercialization 
 Global Intelligence 
 Governance 
 Knowledge Support System

 

 

If you have a passion around one of these areas and can help either Bob or 
Don in their efforts, or if you want to find out more, please feel free to contact 
them by e-mail. 
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Other Highlights 
 

 Making Connections 
 

We continue to meet with potential partners across Canada, including 
government officials in BC, Saskatchewan, Ontario and Ottawa. Graham 
Campbell (NRCan) and Eddy Isaacs have been co-chairing the Energy 
Technology Working Group (ETWG) that reports to the Council of Energy 
Ministers. Their focus is on ensuring a competitive energy supply to 
maintain the Canadian advantage while ensuring environmental protection, 
and they are building the principle of integration – looking at the 
opportunities that emerge when we consider the energy sector as an 
integrated whole – into their work. In many respects, the goals and 
objectives of the ETWG are well-aligned with EnergyINet. 

 
 EnergyINet Projects Announced 

 

Two new EnergyINet projects have received approval to move ahead! The 
first is part of EnergyINet’s CO2 Management Innovation program, and its 
goal is to “achieve Canada’s climate change strategic targets by developing 
environmentally sound and pragmatic approaches for the capture and long-
term storage of CO2 in geological formations.” This project includes the 
research providers and involvement of organizations in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Ontario. For more information, please contact Bob 
Mitchell (bob.Mitchell@interbaun.com). 
 
The second project to receive approval in principle is the establishment of 
the Western Canada Fuel Cell Initiative. The goal of this project is to 
develop research infrastructure and critical mass in support of fuel cells and 
the emerging hydrogen economy. This project will include research 
providers from both the University of Alberta and University of Calgary, 
complimented by the Alberta Research Council. For more information, 
please contact Doug James, Program Director, Alternate & Renewable 
Energy (doug.james@gov.ab.ca).  

 
 
Comments, suggestions and innovation ideas are always welcome. If 
there is information you would like to see in the next newsletter 
(February 2005), please e-mail them to: 

 

Shawn Howard  
Communications Director, EnergyINet  
shawn.howard@gov.ab.ca
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